
SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SEVENTH CRIMINAL DIVISION SCHEDULING ORDER 

January 13, 2021 

 

WHEREAS, in instances of emergency conditions, whether natural or otherwise, that 

significantly disrupt access to the operations of one or more courts or other judicial facilities of 

the District of Columbia or the ability of the Judiciary to operate effectively, the Joint Committee 

and the Chief Judges of the Court of Appeals and the Superior Court may be required to 

determine the extent to which court operations or judicial functions shall be modified and 

continue; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to D.C. Code § 11-947(c), the Chief Judge of the D.C. Superior Court 

issued an emergency order dated March 18, 2020, and on May 14, June 19, August 13, 

November 5, 2020, and January 13, 2021 extended such order, suspending all statutory and rule 

based timelines and streamlining the operations of the court;  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT all detained and non-detained hearings currently scheduled 

in remote or partially remote courtrooms shall remain scheduled on the date and time currently 

set; and 

 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that between January 15 and March 31, 2021, citation 

and felony arraignments, sentencings, non-detained status and preliminary hearings and non-

detained non-jury and jury trials in the Criminal Division of the District of Columbia Superior 

Court shall be continued pursuant to the schedule set forth and attached hereto as Addendum A 

(rescheduled cases), which shall be incorporated by reference into this Criminal Division 

Scheduling Order; and  

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that hearings in detained misdemeanor and felony cases set 

between January 15 and March 31, 2021 in a physical, as opposed to remote, courtroom shall be 

converted to s scheduling hearing and proceed forward in remote Courtrooms 314 on the 

currently scheduled date with the defendant’s presence waived for the limited purpose of 

scheduling a further hearing; and  

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that individual judges need not issue orders in each of their cases 

to effectuate the schedule in Addendum A.  If individual judges find it necessary to amend the 

schedule in Addendum A, it may be amended in any given case by individual order issued from 

the judge’s chambers.  Any individual chambers order shall supersede this Criminal Division 

Scheduling Order.     

 

                                 

       Juliet J. McKenna 

       Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  

 

                                                  

       Danya A. Dayson 

       Deputy Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  



ADDENDUM A-RESCHEDULED CASES 

 

CASES SCHEDULED BETWEEN JANUARY 15 and March 31, 2021 

 

• ALL HEARINGS previously set in a remote or partially remote courtroom, including 

PRETRIAL AND PROBATION Show Cause Hearings, shall NOT be continued and will 

proceed forward as scheduled.  

 

• ALL OTHER CASES, INCLUDING CITATION AND FELONY ARRAIGNMENTS, 

STATUS HEARINGS, SENTENCINGS, PRE-TRIAL AND PROBATION SHOW 

CAUSE HEARINGS AND NON-DETAINED PRELIMINARY HEARINGS, 

NONJURY AND JURY TRIALS, will be continued to a further status date pursuant to 

the schedule below.   

 
 

CONTINUED HEARING SCHEDULE: 

 
CURRENT CITATION and FELONY 

ARRAIGNMENT, STATUS, SHOW CAUSE, 

SENTENCING HEARING, NONDETAINED 

PRELIMINARY HEARING, NONJURY or JURY 

TRIAL  

CONTINUED DATE 

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 Tuesday, July 20, 2021 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 Wednesday, July 21, 2021 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 Thursday, July 22, 2021 

Friday, January 22, 2021 Friday, July 23, 2021 

Monday, January 25, 2021 Monday, July 26, 2021 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 Wednesday, July 28, 2021 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 Thursday, July 29, 2021 

Friday, January 29, 2021 Friday, July 30, 2021 

Monday, February 1, 2021 Monday, August 2, 2021 

Tuesday, February 2, 2021 Tuesday, August 3, 2021 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 Wednesday, August 4, 2021 

Thursday, February 4, 2021 Thursday, August 5, 2021 

Friday, February 5, 2021 Friday, August 6, 2021 

Monday, February 8, 2021 Monday, August 9, 2021 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 Tuesday, August 10, 2021 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 Wednesday, August 11, 2021 

Thursday, February 11, 2021 Thursday, August 12, 2021 

Friday, February 12, 2021 Friday, August 13, 2021 

Monday, February 15, 2021 Holiday – no cases set 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 Tuesday, August 17, 2021 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 Wednesday, August 18, 2021 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 Thursday, August 19, 2021 

Friday, February 19, 2021 Friday, August 20, 2021 

Monday, February 22, 2021 Monday, August 23, 2021 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 Tuesday, August 24, 2021 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 Wednesday, August 25, 2021 



Thursday, February 25, 2021 Thursday, August 26, 2021 

Friday, February 26, 2021 Friday, August 27, 2021 

Monday, March 1, 2021 Monday, August 30, 2021 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 Tuesday, August 31, 2021 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 Wednesday, September 1, 2021 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 Thursday, September 2, 2021 

Friday, March 5, 2021 Friday, September 3, 2021 

Monday, March 8, 2021 Friday, September 3, 2021 (Labor Day) 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 Tuesday, September 7, 2021 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 Wednesday, September 8, 2021 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 Thursday, September 9, 2021 

Friday, March 12, 2021 Friday, September 10, 2021 

Monday, March 15, 2021 Monday, September 13, 2021 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 Tuesday, September 14, 2021 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 Wednesday, September 15, 2021 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 Thursday, September 16, 2021 

Friday, March 19, 2021 Friday, September 17, 2021 

Monday, March 22, 2021 Monday, September 20, 2021 

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

Thursday, March 25, 2021 Thursday, September 23, 2021 

Friday, March 26, 2021 Friday, September 24, 2021 

Monday, March 29, 2021 Monday, September 27, 2021 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021 Tuesday, September 28, 2021 

Wednesday, March 31, 2021 Wednesday, September 29, 2021 

 

 



NOTICE OF INTENT TO RESUME CRIMINAL DIVISION 

JURY TRIALS IN FELONY 2 CASES PREVIOUSLY SET FOR TRIAL IN WHICH 

DEFENDANT IS DETAINED PURSUANT TO D.C. CODE 23-1322(b) 

 

 

 Pursuant to the August 13 and November 5, 2020 Orders, outlining D.C. Superior Court 

operations during the current judicial emergency due to COVID-19, the Court committed to 

providing sixty day notice prior to the resumption of criminal jury trials.  The Mayor’s Office 

has deemed jury selection and service to be exempted from other restrictions on gatherings 

during the District of Columbia declaration of emergency as an essential government function 

necessary for the safety and welfare of the public.  

 While deadlines and time limits in statutes and court rules remain suspended, including 

the 100-day trial clock established in D.C. Code §23-1322(h), the Criminal Division now 

provides sixty day notice of its intent to set jury trials in Felony 2 cases previously set for trial in 

which the defendant is detained pursuant to D.C. Code 23-1322(b), except for sex offense cases, 

which will be set for trial at a future time.  These cases would be subject to a 100-day trial 

timeline absent the suspension of all statutory and rule-based time limits in the D.C. Code and 

the Superior Court Rules pursuant to the declaration of judicial emergency.  In addition, such 

cases, in contrast to Felony 3 or Felony 1 matters, in which the defendant is detained pursuant to 

D.C. Code 23-1325(a), are generally shorter in duration, largely involve a single defendant, 

require a smaller panel for jury selection and rely upon primarily local witnesses.   

 All such cases will be set for a trial readiness hearing in remote Courtroom 321-R, with 

the defendant’s presence waived for the limited purpose of this hearing.  At that time, at the 

request of defense counsel, and with the consent of the government, a trial date will be set at 

least sixty days in advance on or after March 22, 2021.  Any trial date, as well as the number of 

trials to be set per week, shall be contingent upon no further restrictions on governmental 

operations being imposed in the District of Columbia pursuant to the Mayoral declaration of 

public emergency, the approval of the District of Columbia Department of Health, and the ability 

to summon jurors and conduct trials in a manner consistent with public health and the safety of 

all participants and the due process rights of the defendant.    

 The Criminal Division has undertaken to identify all cases previously set for a jury trial 

in which the defendant remains detained and has prioritized, to the extent practicable, the setting 

of trial readiness hearings in such cases based upon length and statutory basis of detention.  In 

addition, status hearings currently scheduled in all detained cases will proceed forward in remote 

Courtroom 314-R and will not be continued further, absent a joint request from both parties.  

However, if parties are aware of a case in which the defendant is detained and no future remote 

hearing has been set, counsel is directed to contact Angela Lee, Criminal Division Attorney 

Advisor, at Angela.Lee@dcsc.gov and provide the defendant’s name, case number(s) and three 

mutually available dates for a scheduling hearing.   

 

 



 SO ORDERED this 15th date of January, 2021.  

   

      _______________________ 

       Juliet J. McKenna 

      Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  

 

       

      ________________________   

       Danya A. Dayson 
      Deputy Presiding Judge, Criminal Division 
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DECEMBER 14, 2020 SIXTH CRIMINAL DIVISION STANDING ORDER  

ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2021, FOR SCHEDULING 

OF HEARINGS UPON REQUEST OF COUNSEL 

 

The Criminal Division will be operating twenty-two remote or partially remote courtrooms, 

primarily dedicated to the case level and hearing types as set forth below.  Effective January 

4, 2021, the Criminal Division will be modifying the hearing profiles for existing courtrooms 

111, 210 and 312, highlighted in bold, and adding additional courtrooms 310 and 319.  

 

Since the declaration of judicial emergency on March 18, 2020, the Criminal Division has  

operated the following courtrooms: 

 

1. C-10: arraignments, presentments, extraditions, walk in bench warrants after 1pm 

2. 115: detained DOC defendants-bond review, status, disposition and sentencing hearings 

 

On May 15, 2020, the Criminal Division expanded court operations to allow for the 

scheduling of matters in four additional remote courtrooms:  

 

3. 111: commencing January 19, 2021, non-detained defendants participating in Drug 

Court or Mental Health Community Court. 

4. 210: detained DOC defendants- status, disposition and sentencing hearings, 

misdemeanor detention hearings will no longer be heard in this courtroom. 

5. 213 AM: detained DOC defendants-status, disposition and sentencing hearings.  

213 PM: status hearings set from C-10 for detained defendants. 

6. 317: defendants at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital-mental observation hearings. 

 

On July 6, 2020, the Criminal Division added four partially remote courtrooms to enable the 

defendant to appear in person before the judge assigned to the courtroom, with counsel and 

other participants appearing in person or remotely via video or teleconference:  

 

7. 112: non-detained defendants-status and sentencing hearings; pretrial and probation show 

cause hearings; walk in bench warrants prior to 1pm.  

8. 211: detained DOC defendants- Felony 1 preliminary hearings. 

9. 215: detained DOC defendants- Felony 2 and Felony 3 preliminary hearings. 

10. 203: detained DOC defendants- co-defendant preliminary hearings. 

 

On July 15, 2020, the Criminal Division added two additional remote courtrooms: 

 

11. 218: defendants detained in a Bureau of Prisons (BOP) or Department of Youth 

Rehabilitation Services (DYRS) or other non-DOC facility, non-detained defendants or 

hearings with defendant’s presence waived. 

12. 311: same as above.    
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On August 14, 2020, the Criminal Division added four additional remote courtrooms:  

 

13. 220: non-emergency probation show cause hearings. 

14. 312: non-detained citation release cases prosecuted by the United States Attorney’s 

Office (USAO), hearings to be scheduled by defense counsel in consultation with USAO 

Monday- Thursday and docket sent to the Criminal Division 72 hours in advance. 

15. 313: non-detained matters prosecuted by the Office of the Attorney General (OAG); 

hearings to be scheduled by defense counsel in consultation with OAG and docket sent 

to the Criminal Division 72 hours in advance. 

16. 314: remote scheduling hearings in detained cases; defendant’s presence waived; 

hearings to proceed on scheduled date, unless otherwise notified. Effective November 

23, 2020, all cases set out of C-10 will be set for both a 213-R and 314-R hearing date; 

no motion need be filed.   

 

On November 9, 2020, the Criminal Division added an additional remote courtroom:  

 

17. 321: remote scheduling and trial readiness hearings in detained cases; defendant’s           

presence waived; hearings to proceed on scheduled date.  

 

On November 9, 2020, the Criminal Division added three additional partially remote 

courtrooms to enable the defendant to appear in person before the judge assigned to the 

courtroom, with counsel and witnesses appearing in person, unless directed or granted prior 

leave of court to appear or testify via videoconference: 

 

18. 201: detained DOC defendants- nonjury trials; date set out of 314 or 321.  

19. 202: same as above 

20. 316: detained DOC defendants- dispositive motions hearings; date set out of 314 or 321. 

 

Effective January 4, 2021, the Criminal Division will add the following partially remote 

courtroom to enable the defendant to appear in person before the judge assigned to the 

courtroom, with counsel and other participants appearing in person or remotely via video 

(with prior leave of court in trial matters):  

 

21. 310: detained DOC defendants- Felony 2 and Felony 3 preliminary hearings, 

misdemeanor detention hearings; OAG nonjury trials and dispositive motions hearings; 

date set out of 213, 314 or 321.  

 

Effective January 4, 2021, the Criminal Division will add the following remote courtroom 

 

22. 319: detained DOC defendants- bond review, status, disposition and sentencing hearings. 
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Defense counsel may file a motion requesting a hearing and shall comply with all the following 

requirements: 

 

For scheduling of hearings before the assigned case judge in Courtrooms; 115 and 

210 (M/T/W/F, defendant detained at DC Jail), 213 (Friday only, defendant 

detained at DC Jail); 319 (M-F, defendant detained at DC Jail); 218 and 311 (M-F, 

defendant on release or detained at DYRS or BOP); 317 (Thursday only, defendant 

at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital):  

Defense counsel shall eFile the motion with the case judge(s) and send a copy to the Judge’s 

Chambers’ Email, i.e. Judge[LastName]Chambers@dcsc.gov.  If the case judge determines that 

a hearing is warranted, chambers will send an email to 

CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov to request that a hearing be scheduled.  

The motion must clearly set forth the following prior to the body of the motion:  

1) the subject of the motion and the appropriate courtroom based upon the status of the 

defendant; i.e Motion Requesting Status for Entry of Plea/Sentencing; Courtroom 

115, 210, 213 or 319 (detained) or 218 or 311 (released, DYRS, BOP);   

2) whether the USAO or OAG consents to the setting of a hearing;  

3) whether the defendant consents to participate in the hearing via video or 

teleconference; 

4) regardless of whether the USAO or OAG consent to the setting of a hearing, four 

proposed hearing dates mutually available to government and defense at least one 

week out from the filing of the motion in detained cases and 72 hours out in non-

detained cases. 

5) The e-mail addresses for attorneys for the defense and government counsel.  

6) Parties are requesting that the hearing be set before the assigned case judge. 

 

For scheduling of hearings before the judge assigned to the courtroom in Courtrooms 

112 (defendant on release), 213-AM (M-TH, defendant detained at DC Jail) or 317 

(M/W/F, defendant at St. Elizabeth’s hospital):  

Defense Counsel shall eFile the motion with the case judge (i.e. the assigned judge) AND send a 

copy to CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov to request that a hearing be set.  The 

motion must clearly set forth #1-5 above prior to the body of the motion, and also:  

6) Parties agree to the hearing being set before the judge assigned to the calendar rather 

than the judge assigned to the case.  

If a hearing is granted, Case Management staff will process the motion and schedule the hearing 

on one of the proposed hearing dates. Courtroom support staff will email the parties informing 

them of the hearing date, or that none of the suggested dates are available and requesting that 

additional mutually available dates be submitted. 

mailto:Chambers@dcsc.gov
mailto:CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov
mailto:CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov
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Note that for cases set in Courtrooms 115, 210, 213, 317 and 319 (both before the case judge or 

the courtroom judge), counsel will initially be provided with a block of time (between 9AM and 

1PM or 2PM and 4PM) during which they must remain available.  By close of business the day 

before the hearing, counsel will be provided with a time certain for the hearing, based upon 

information received from the Department of Corrections and the Department of Behavioral 

Health about the defendant’s location within the respective facility to facilitate the participation 

of the defendant. 

For scheduling in: 

• Courtroom 213-PM calendar (status hearings set from C-10 for detained 

defendants); 

• Courtroom 211 (partially remote preliminary hearings for detained 

defendants in F1 cases), 215 and 310 (partially remote F2/F3 preliminary 

hearings for detained defendants), 310 (partially remote misdemeanor 

detention hearings); 

• Courtroom 203 (partially remote preliminary hearings for detained co-

defendants): 

Commencing on March 18, 2020, status hearings were set for all defendants detained following 

their initial appearance in C-10.  The status hearing will proceed on the originally scheduled 

date at 2PM in Courtroom 213; no motion need be filed.  Counsel must comply with the 

terms of the October 21, 2020 Standing Order Governing Scheduling Hearings in Courtroom 

213: PM Calendar.  The purpose of the status hearing will be limited only to scheduling, (either 

a preliminary hearing; a further scheduling hearing; or a substantive status hearing, including 

dispositions or preliminary hearing waivers on the Courtroom 213-AM calendar or before the 

case judge); for that reason, the defendant’s presence will be waived.   

Upon the request of defense counsel, the Calendar 213 courtroom judge will set a Preliminary 

Hearing/Detention Hearing in Courtroom 203, 211, 215 or 310 based upon case type and the 

mutual availability of the parties, any necessary witnesses and court availability.  Preliminary 

Hearings will be set in Felony 1 cases in 211 at 9:30 AM; in Felony 2 and Felony 3 cases in 215 

or 310 at 9:30AM and 2:15PM; misdemeanor detention hearings will be set in 310 at 9:30AM 

and 2:15PM; co-defendant cases will be set in 203.   

 

 For scheduling of Pretrial and Probation Show Cause Hearings in 112 and 220: 

Pretrial Services Agency and Court Services and Offender Supervision Agency shall eFile 

Alleged Violation Reports [AVRs] and Requests for Judicial Action with the case judge(s) and 

send a copy to the Judge’s Chambers’ Email, i.e. Judge[LastName]Chambers@dcsc.gov.  THE 

AVR JUDGE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTING PRETRIAL AND PROBATION REPORTS 

AFTER MAY 14, 2020.  

Chambers will obtain four mutually available proposed hearing dates from counsel and Pretrial 

Services/CSOSA.  For show cause hearings in Courtroom 112, chambers will email 

CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov to request that a hearing be scheduled. For 

mailto:Chambers@dcsc.gov
mailto:CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov
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hearings in Courtroom 220, chambers will schedule the hearing in an available hearing slot. 

Chambers will notify the parties of the scheduled date by e-mail and issue the order to show 

cause. 

Motions for Bond Review, Compassionate Release or Rule 35 Sentence Reduction 

Based on COVID-19 Pandemic: 

Defense counsel shall eFile the motion with the case judge pursuant to the procedures set forth in 

the July 17, 2020 Criminal Standing Order.  If the case judge determines that a hearing is 

warranted, chambers will send an email to CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov to 

request that a hearing be scheduled. Courtroom support will schedule the hearing based on the 

four mutually available proposed hearing dates and the available timeslots.  Chambers will notify 

the parties of the scheduled date by e-mail. 

In advance, the court expresses its appreciation to counsel for compliance with this order and 

cooperation during these challenging times. 

 

SO ORDERED, this 14th day of December, 2020.   
         

 

      _______________________    

      Juliet J. McKenna 

      Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  

 

       

      ________________________    

      Danya A. Dayson 

      Deputy Presiding Judge, Criminal Division 

mailto:CriminalCourtroomSupportScheduling@dcsc.gov


CRIMINAL STANDING ORDER of OCTOBER 21, 2020 (Amended 12.14.20) 

ORDER ESTABLISHING PROTOCALS, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, FOR 

SCHEDULING HEARINGS SET IN REMOTE COURTROOM 213: 2PM CALENDAR 

 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of this hearing is to set a further date for defendants 

detained out of C10 or remote Courtroom 115, following their arraignment or presentment; and 

 WHEREAS, the defendant’s presence will be waived for the purpose of this hearing, 

given the limitations on the ability of defendants to appear via videoconference from the D.C. 

Jail; and 

 WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Mayoral declaration of a public 

health emergency, as well as the D.C. Superior Court Chief Judge’s declaration of a judicial 

emergency, all rule based and statutory time limits applicable in criminal matters have been 

suspended, tolled and extended pending further order of the Court, including all timelines 

applicable to detention and preliminary hearings; and 

 WHEREAS, the D.C. Superior Court continues to operate remotely, with the exception 

of a limited number of Criminal Division hearings; and 

 WHEREAS, notwithstanding remote operations and the suspension of time limits, the 

Criminal Division has undertaken to offer detained defendants an opportunity to schedule a 

preliminary hearing in the courthouse in Felony 1, Felony 2 and Felony 3 cases, or a detention 

hearing in Misdemeanor cases; and 

 WHEREAS, these opportunities remain strictly limited due to the ongoing health 

pandemic and declaration of judicial emergency; and  

 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the following directives has resulted in the last-

minute postponement or cancellation of the hearings, subjecting defendants to unnecessary 

testing and screening protocols for COVID 19 and transport to the courthouse, as well as 

depriving other defendants of the opportunity for an earlier hearing date;  

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, prior to the 2PM scheduling hearing in Courtroom 

213, parties must comply with the following directives: 

 GOVERNMENT AND DEFENSE COUNSEL (including any co-defendant’s 

 counsel) must communicate with one another within five days following the 

 defendant’s appearance at arraignment or presentment to discuss:  

1) whether a pre-preliminary or detention hearing plea offer is being requested 

and will be extended; 

2) status of Jencks/discovery requests and the terms of any protective order 

sought by the Government; 

3) if a preliminary/detention hearing date is to be set, four mutually agreeable 

court dates at least one week out from the scheduling hearing, and the 

estimated length of the hearing to include both direct and cross examination 

and any argument on bond status. 



 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, no later than ten days prior to the 2PM scheduling 

hearing in remote Courtroom 213, GOVERNMENT COUNSEL shall: 

1) if, in its discretion it determines that a plea offer is to be extended, provide DEFENSE 

COUNSEL with the terms of any pre-preliminary/detention hearing plea offer; 

2) furnish DEFENSE COUNSEL with any Jencks/discovery materials that it believes 

should be turned over prior to the hearing; 

3) confirm availability of its witness(es) on the above mutually agreed upon dates. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, no later than five days prior to the 2PM scheduling 

hearing in remote Courtroom 213, DEFENSE COUNSEL shall:   

1) communicate the terms of any plea offer extended by GOVERNMENT COUNSEL to 

the defendant;  

2) review Jencks/discovery materials provided and request any additional materials;  

3) if a preliminary/detention hearing will be requested, confirm availability of its 

witness(es) on the above mutually agreed upon dates;  

4) if a preliminary/detention hearing will be requested, confirm with the detained 

defendant their willingness to submit to the COVID- 19 testing and screening 

protocols;  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, if either GOVERNMENT OR DEFENSE 

COUNSEL is unable to comply with the above directives by the time of the 213 PM scheduling 

hearing, parties shall request a further 213 PM scheduling hearing, either in writing or at the time 

of the hearing, prior to setting the case for a preliminary or detention hearing. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, if either GOVERNMENT OR DEFENSE 

COUNSEL needs to continue or vacate the preliminary/detention hearing set in Courtroom 203, 

211, 215 or 310, they shall notify the Criminal Division Presiding and Deputy Presiding Judges’ 

Chambers as soon as possible, and preferably ten days in advance of the scheduled hearing, so 

that another case may be scheduled in its place one week in advance.   

The court expresses its appreciation to counsel in advance for compliance with this order 

and cooperation during these challenging times. 

SO ORDERED, this 14th day of December, 2020.   

         

      _______________________ 

       Juliet J. McKenna 

      Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  

 

       

      ________________________   

       Danya A. Dayson 

      Deputy Presiding Judge, Criminal Division    



CRIMINAL STANDING ORDER of DECEMBER 14, 2020 

ORDER ESTABLISHING PROTOCOLS, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, FOR 

SCHEDULING HEARINGS SET IN REMOTE COURTROOM 3141 and TRIAL 

READINESS HEARINGS IN REMOTE COURTROOM 321 

  WHEREAS, the primary purpose of the scheduling hearing in remote Courtroom 314 is 

to (1) set a trial readiness hearing in each detained felony case previously set for a trial date that 

was vacated or converted to a status hearing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mayoral 

declaration of public health emergency and the D.C. Superior Court Chief Judge’s declaration of 

a judicial emergency, and (2) to set a further scheduling hearing in all other detained felony cases 

that were not previously set for trial; and 

 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of the remote Courtroom 321 trial readiness hearing is 

to select a new date for a jury trial at least sixty days in advance and schedule hearings for the 

resolution of pre-trial matters with the defendant present,2 based, as closely as is practicable, 

upon the length of and statutory basis for the defendant’s detention and  

 WHEREAS, the defendant’s presence will be waived for the purpose of these scheduling 

hearings, given the limitations on the ability of defendants to appear via videoconference from 

the D.C. Jail; and 

 WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Mayoral declaration of a public 

health emergency, as well as the D.C. Superior Court Chief Judge’s declaration of a judicial 

emergency, all rule based and statutory time limits applicable in criminal matters have been 

suspended, tolled and extended pending further order of the Court, including the 100-day trial 

clock pursuant to D.C. Code § 23-1322(h); and  

 WHEREAS, consistent with the health and safety of all court participants the D.C. 

Superior Court continues to operate primarily remotely, with the exception of a limited number 

of Criminal Division hearings; and 

 WHEREAS, notwithstanding remote operations and the suspension of time limits, the 

Criminal Division will undertake to offer detained defendants the earliest opportunity to schedule 

a date for a jury trial at such time that members of the public are able to be summoned for jury 

duty consistent with the health and safety of all trial participants; and 

 WHEREAS, these opportunities will remain strictly limited due to the ongoing health 

pandemic and declaration of judicial emergency; and  

 WHEREAS, prior to the 314 scheduling hearing, the Criminal Division will distribute an 

annotated CR314 schedule designating the week, hearing type and remote courtroom each 

detained pre-trial case should be set,  

                                            
1 To the extent that the number of hearings set on any given day exceed scheduling capacity in remote Courtroom 

314-R, cases may be set in remote Courtroom 321-R for the same purpose.   
2 The defendant may appear remotely or in person for non-evidentiary substantive pre-trial matters.   



 WHEREAS, adherence to the following directives will assist in ensuring that parties will 

be prepared to address all issues that may impact trial readiness and that cases set for a jury trial 

are in fact ready to proceed forward on the date set; 

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, prior to the scheduling hearing in Courtroom 314, 

parties must comply with the following directives: 

 GOVERNMENT AND DEFENSE COUNSEL (including any co-defendant’s 

 counsel) must communicate with one another to discuss:  

1) potential resolution of the case prior to trial;  

2) status of forensic testing, pending discovery requests and the terms of any 

protective order sought by the Government; 

3) if a trial readiness hearing date is to be set, four mutually agreeable court dates 

during or subsequent to the week designated in the annotated CR314 

schedule; 

4) whether a pending or anticipated motion to suppress will be dispositive; 

5) if a hearing is to be set in another remote courtroom with the defendant 

present via videoconference from the D.C. Jail, the purpose of such hearing 

and four mutually agreeable court dates.  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, prior to the trial readiness hearing in Courtroom 

321, parties must comply with the terms of the Order in Preparation for Trial Readiness Hearing 

issued following the scheduling hearing, an example of which is attached here as Addendum A 

and which may be modified in an individual case;  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, if either GOVERNMENT OR DEFENSE 

COUNSEL is unable to comply with the above directives by the time of the 314 scheduling 

hearing or 321 trial readiness hearing, parties shall request a further scheduling hearing, either in 

writing or at the time of the hearing, prior to setting the case for a jury trial; 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, if either GOVERNMENT OR DEFENSE 

COUNSEL needs to continue or vacate the trial date, they shall notify the Criminal Division 

Presiding and Deputy Presiding Judges’ Chambers as soon as possible, and preferably two weeks 

in advance of the scheduled trial date, so that another case may be scheduled in its place.   

The court expresses its appreciation to counsel in advance for compliance with this order 

and cooperation during these challenging times. 

SO ORDERED, this 14th day of December, 2020.   

         

      _______________________ 

       Juliet J. McKenna 

      Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  

 

       



      ________________________   

       Danya A. Dayson 

      Deputy Presiding Judge, Criminal Division    



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

CRIMINAL DIVISION  

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  :  

      :                    

v.        :  Case Nos.                    

:   

[DEFENDANT NAME]   :  

           

ORDER IN PREPARATION FOR TRIAL READINESS HEARING 

 

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Mayoral declaration of a public health 

emergency, as well as the D.C. Superior Court Chief Judge’s declaration of a judicial emergency, 

all statutory time limits applicable in criminal matters have been suspended, tolled and extended 

pending further order of the Court, including the 100-day trial clock in detained matters pursuant 

to D.C. Code § 23‐1322(h).   

 

While the tolling order remains in effect, upon consideration of the fact that the defendant 

is currently detained at the D.C. Jail in a pending felony case or cases previously set for trial but 

continued due to the health pandemic and emergency declarations, the Court has determined to 

set this case for a trial readiness hearing on [date], at [time] in remote Courtroom 321 to set a 

date for a jury trial at least sixty days from the date of the hearing.  The defendant’s presence will 

be waived for purposes of this trial readiness hearing, without prejudice to the right to request a 

further hearing at which the defendant is present prior to the scheduled trial date.   

 

The following motions schedule was set during the scheduling hearing, in consultation 

with counsel: 

 

Motions (Suppression/Drew/Winfield/In Limine) Due on [6 weeks prior to TRH] 

Expert Notice Due on [4 weeks prior to TRH] 

Responses (including any Opposition to Expert Notice) Due on [3 weeks prior to TRH] 

 

Government and defense counsel are requested to confer with one another and be 

prepared to address the following at the trial readiness hearing: 

 

1) Potential resolution of the case(s) prior to trial; 

2) Whether motion to suppress will be dispositive, and if so three mutually available 

hearing dates for the motions hearing at least 10 days from the trial readiness 

hearing;  

3) Estimated length of trial following jury selection; 

4) Number of anticipated witnesses, to include number of civilian, law enforcement 

and/or expert witnesses, whether any witnesses will be traveling from outside the 

Washington metropolitan area, whether any witness has indicated an inability to 

testify in person and the basis for such assertion;  

5) Whether pending motions require an evidentiary or motions hearing prior to jury 

selection; 



6) Whether additional motions will be filed; 

7) Whether an IPA Inquiry has been conducted and/or whether the defendant will be 

exercising the right to conduct independent forensic testing of any evidence and 

the time needed for completion of such testing; 

8) Three mutually available trial dates at least 60 days from the date of the trial 

readiness hearing with parties available for jury selection (Monday through 

Thursday) two days prior to the trial date; (i.e. Trial date Monday March 29, 

parties available for jury selection on Wednesday March 24 and Thursday March 

25); 

9) A date for the exchange of witness lists and exhibits, including any demonstrative 

exhibits or powerpoint presentations to be utilized during opening statements;  

10)  A date for the disclosure of PPMS material;  

11)  Any other issues that may impact trial readiness. 

 

 

SO ORDERED, this xx date of xx, 20xx. 

 

                
      _______________________ 

      Juliet J. McKenna 

      Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  

 

 

                                              
        ________________________   

      Danya A. Dayson 

      Deputy Presiding Judge, Criminal Division  
 

Copies to: 

Assigned AUSA, [Name] 

Defense Counsel, [Name] 
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