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The following criteria apply regardless of whether the person was arrested pursuant to an arrest warrant 
or on probable cause (a “warrantless arrest”).  In the event a person was arrested pursuant to an arrest 
warrant, a law enforcement officer is permitted to perform preliminary police duties, without exercising 
unreasonable delay, before taking the person before a judicial officer, pursuant to District of Columbia 
(DC) Code § 23-562(c) and DC Superior Court Criminal Rule 5(a).  In light of the Chief Judge’s 
declaration that during the public health emergency a “high number of custodial arrests” would 
“significantly impair the functioning of the Superior Court,” the United States Attorney’s Office for the 
District of Columbia (USAO) and the Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia (OAG) 
believe that making a decision of whether to citation release an arrestee is fully consistent with the law, 
and in the interest of justice. 

The following are changes to citation release criteria to expand eligibility for citation release: 

Current Criteria Modified Criteria 
In order to be eligible for citation release, the 
arrestee: 
1. Must be arrested with one or more non-

violent misdemeanor charges. 
2. Must not be charged with any of the 

following: 
a. A dangerous crime (DC Code § 23-

1331(3)) or crime of violence (DC Code 
§ 23-1331(4)).  

b. Intra-family offenses as defined in DC 
Code §16-1001 (Domestic Violence). 

c. Indecent exposure/proposal to a minor. 
d. Unlawful entry (DC Code § 22-3302) at 

the White House complex or an 
embassy. 

e. Any violation related to firearms or 
ammunition. 

f. Possession of a destructive device 
unless the device is a self-defense spray 
that complies with DC Code §§ 7-
2502.12 and 7-2502.13 whether or not 
the device is registered.  

In order to be eligible for citation release, the 
arrestee, whether arrested on a probable cause or 
warrant arrest: 
1. Must not be charged with any of the following: 

a. A dangerous crime (DC Code § 23-
1331(3)), excluding DC Code § 48-904 
except as specified in 1(b), or a crime of 
violence (DC Code § 23-1331(4)).  

b. Distribution (DC Code § 48-904.01 et 
seq.) 

c. Intra-family offenses as defined in DC 
Code §16-1001 (Domestic Violence). 

d. Indecent exposure/proposal to a minor. 
e. Unlawful entry (DC Code § 22-3302) at the 

White House complex or an embassy. 
f. Any firearms violation under Title 22, 

Chapter 45, felony violations of Title 7, 
chapter 25, or a violation of an Extreme 
Risk Protection Order (DC Code §7–
2510.11). 

g. Possession of a destructive device unless 
the device is a self-defense spray that 
complies with DC Code §§ 7-2502.12 and 
7-2502.13 whether or not the device is 
registered. 

Arrestees may be eligible for citation release 
when they have been arrested previously 
multiple times on the same or different charges. 
 
In order to be eligible for citation release, the 
arrestee must meet the following criteria: 
 

1. Must be 18 years of age or older. 
2. Must not be arrested on White House 

Grounds. 

No change. 


